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Introducing South High’s
new principal
South High is excited to welcome Afolabi Runsewe to
serve as the next principal! Mr. Runsewe has a unique
teaching background that will help ensure all South
students are supported in their education.
He began his career teaching health at Mankato East
Junior High School, where he also served as both a
basketball coach and the lead teacher for a program
primarily serving special needs students. He went on
to work in positions supporting students with fetal
alcohol syndrome, as a Title I reading coordinator, and
as a coordinator for behavioral standards at a magnet
school. He also worked with Upward Bound to develop curriculum for incoming college
freshmen, as well as supporting first-generation college students.
As principal at Rochester Public Schools, Mr. Runsewe developed behavioral
intervention strategies. He has also served as principal at Cowern Elementary and ISD
622 Online.
His dedication to supporting students with special needs and disabilities, combined with
his experience implementing equity and inclusion strategies, as well as behavioral and
academic standards initiatives, make him a great fit for South High!

President’s message
As you can see, there are many changes in personnel at South High School and the
South High Foundation. These new people are learning about the wonderful programs at
South and the students and other staff that make those programs successful. We are
hoping for a year without disruption due to COVID and the cancellation of many of the
events that had been planned for last year.
Have you ever thought that you might want to get involved with the Foundation? We
have a number of committees that need a few more volunteers. Contact me at
president@southhighfoundation.org for more information. I look forward to an exciting
2022-2023 school year!

The
Foundation
welcomes…
Our new operations
manager, Tauni
Howes, comes to the
Foundation as a former regional operations
manager in the nonprofit arena. She left
the farm life in South Dakota in the 90’s to
live in Chicago before relocating to the
Twin Cities in 2008. She and her husband
Will, a veterinarian, live in Shoreview with
their many beloved and spoiled animals.
The new data
specialist/office
administrator for the
South High Foundation
is South 2015 grad,
Reid Christianson.
Reid went on to attend
the University of
Minnesota and has a
degree in criminology. Reid loves having
the opportunity to help current students at
South High obtain their educational and
extracurricular goals with the help of the
Foundation.

Homecoming

September 23, 2022

Friday, 6:00 p.m.
South vs St. Paul Harding
Do you remember this homecoming pair
from the past? For the answer go to page 4.
A schedule of home games is on page 6.

Judy Ayers ’66
President, South High Foundation
Foundation board members pictured at left
top row: Caledonia Wilson ’15. Judy Ayers
’66, Taylor Henning ’98, and Mike
Feriancek ’71. Bottom row: Nancy Rosenow
’76, Alicia Skow, Parent, Judy Westby
Jungwirth ’61, Jerry Herby ’68, and
Kingsley Calvo-Jordan ’90. Not pictured:
Marcus Aponte ’11, Melvin Haagenson ’81,
Bill McNaughton ’93, Jane Murray ’90,
Will Nagle ’90, Vina Onyango Robshaw '14,
and Bob Rasmussen ’61.
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Spirit wear for sale

Leaving a Legacy

Dedicated 1961 alumni, Brian Joyce, Bob
Rasmussen and Judy Westby Jungwirth
(not pictured) have been selling Tiger
spirit wear at back-to-school class
gatherings and during school lunches for
several years.

I have been named
personal representative
for a friend of mine who
died a few months ago.
In looking at her will, I
found that she named the
South High Foundation as one of the
beneficiaries of her estate. Her gift will
help the Foundation to continue to
provide services to benefit the education
of the students at South. Why don’t you
become a member of the Tiger Legacy
Circle? For more information, contact me
at president@southhighfoundation.org.

The spirit wear is offered by the South
High Foundation and is also available at
All Alumni Lunches, the South High
Foundation Pancake Breakfast and other
events.
$15 - Short-sleeve T-shirt
$18 - Long-sleeve T-shirt
$20 - Sweatshirt (crew neck)
$25 - Sweatshirt (hoodie)
$25 - Sweatpants

Judy Ayers
President, South High Foundation

South alum
follows his
passion
and gives
back to the
community
The Friends of South High
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of the South High Alumni & Friends
Editors: Judy Erickson Ayers ’66, Elmer Koch
’54, Cheryl Ramirez ’70, Rosa Ramirez ’92, &
Marlys Schluck ’53, Caledonia Wilson ’15
Printing: Resolution Graphics
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Phone 612-668-4344
website: www.southhighfoundation.org
Board of Directors
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Alicia Skow, Parent, Vice President, Grants
Bill McNaughton ’93, Secretary
Will Nagle ’90, Treasurer
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Melvin Haagenson ’81
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Reunions
Class of 1952
70th Reunion celebration at the All Alumni
Luncheon! We continue our tradition!
Date: October 12, 2022, 11:00 a.m.
Contact: Warren Schluck
wschluck@aol.com or Dick Westby at
sandrich22@comcast.net (see page 4)
Class of 1959
Date/Time: Saturday, October 8, 2022,
at 3:00 p.m.
Location: Bunny's, St. Louis Park
Contact: Lois Lindquist 612-599-6732
Class of 1960
Date/Time: Saturday, September 17, 2022,
4:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Location: Sheraton Hotel, Bloomington
Contact: Mike Bania 612-618-1419 or
Karen Kellington 651-463-1246
Class of 1962
Date/Time: Saturday, September 17, 2022,
Social hour 11:30 a.m. luncheon 12:30 p.m.
Location: Casper's Cherokee of Eagan
Contact: Carole Pilcher Hippie
612-866-0200 or chippie@q.com
Class of 1982 - 40th Reunion
Date/Time: Saturday, September 17, 2022,
Check in 5:30, buffet dinner 6:30
Location: Apple Valley American Legion
For details join the FB group: South High
Tigers Class of 1982, Contact: Mike Capra
at mrcapra@charter.net

Chris Montana ’01 was featured on The
NBC Today Show last spring for his
meteoric rise from student— who made
the South High Theater program his
home when he didn't have one — to highachieving scholar, aide to a congressman,
and now storied businessman, who
shakes any suggestion that he’s “selfmade.” His company, Du Nord, is hailed
as the first Black-owned distillery. But
that’s not all — watch the story on NBC’s
website for his brand of giving back.
Following the civil unrest and damage of
May 2020, co-founders of Du Nord,
Chris and Shanelle Montana, together
with Tina Rexing, of T-Rex Cookie,
pitched in to raise money for affected
businesses and operated an emergency
food shelf. On June 23, 2020, to continue
the work, the Du Nord Foundation
became a formal nonprofit with the goal
of addressing social justice through
economic justice, wealth and prosperity.
South seniors heard his story in person as
Chris returned to inspire and celebrate the
Class of 2022 at commencement in June.
Thank you to the NBC Today Show for
sharing his story and to teacher Louise
"Frieda” Bormann, and educators like
her, who make South High a refuge for
students.
You can watch the entire feature by searching
online: Today Show featuring Chris Montana.
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Look online for color copy
The South High Foundation newsletter is
mailed out as a black and white hard
copy three times a year. It is also sent via
email to those of you who have
requested a digital copy.
You can sign up on the website anytime
to receive the newsletters and Tiger Blast
emails. The Tiger Blast emails are sent
as notifications for the golf tournament,
alumni lunch, pancake breakfast, sports
fundraisers and other school events such
as theater productions and concerts.
You can also go to the website
www.southhighfoundation.org and
click on the home button to see “news”
and you will find full color copies of the
spring, fall and holiday newsletters along
with the annual reports.

Welcome, Assistant Principal Maxey!
Our new assistant principal is Mr. Kenneth Maxey. Mr. Maxey
will be transitioning to South from Henry High School where he
served as the athletic director. Prior to being at Henry, Mr. Maxey
was at FAIR School where he served as a dean of students,
college and career teacher, school administrative manager, and
athletic director.
Mr. Maxey attended Drake University for his undergraduate
degree in sociology and psychology, St. Mary’s University for his
master's in educational leadership and St. Cloud State University for his principal
program.
We thank Mr. Edwards for his leadership at South High School during the 2021-22
school year. Mr. Edwards will be transitioning into an interim principal position at the
Harrison Education Center.
Please help me in welcoming Mr. Maxey to our South community and wishing Mr.
Edwards well in his new role!
Afolabi Runsewe
Principal, South High School

Thank you for helping South High students Feb 1-June 30
Centurion Donations
Richard Aleckson ‘60
Gary Alm ‘54
Laurie Andersen
Barbara Anderson ‘54
Robert Anderson ‘57
William Badenhoff ‘64
Linda Baker ‘59
Stanley Baker ‘53
Nicole Bartelt
Harold Benson ‘50
Erika Berktold, Friend
Joyce Besser, Friend
Alisa Brando-Martinson
Brad Carroll ‘80
Richard Chadwick ‘51
Dale Clementson ‘68
Carol Colloton ‘53
Jacquelyn Cronin, Retired Staff
Karayn Cunnington ‘59
Diane Dahl, Friend
R Scott Dickman, Friend

Carol Doble ‘59
Dennis Dodge ‘68
Marty Duda ‘72
Amy Engberg ‘53
Carolyn Flynn
Earl Haugen ‘50
Martha Heath ‘55
Carl Hendrickson
Jane Hilger, Parent
Janet Huber, Friend
Arthur Johnson
Lynn Jorgensen, Retired Staff
Dick Julin ‘51
John Kantar, Staff
George Kanuck ‘61
Harlan Knutson ‘56
Steve Larson ‘58
Barbara Lordi, Parent
Dottie Lundgren ‘52
Dennis Malmberg, Retired Staff
Katherine Malsam-Bicek

Patricia Marek-Kehoss, Friend
Jodi Massey
Karen Mattson, Friend
Mike McClure
Gene Merriam
Dick Mulkern ‘43
Joan Niemiec
Jon Nordstrom
Peggy Oberg, Friend
Rebecca Odland
Bette Peltola ‘55
Ron & Jane Rasmussen Petrich ’65 ‘64
Howard Polsfuss ‘45
Dan Quillen
Mary Radford, Parent
Cheryl & Leonard Ramirez, ’70 ’69
Bob Rasmussen, ’61
David Raymond, Parent
Paul Riedesel, Friend
Warren & Marlys Schluck ’52 ’53
Donny Schmitt ’64

Belle Scott, Friend
Bob Scroggins ’56
Berta Shapiro ’50
David Shupe ’74
Susan Sisola, Friend
Melanie Sorensen ’95
Mily Loos Spitzner
Kathryn Steinberger
Marie Svang ’64, Friend
Jane Swinehart
Judy Tobias, Friend
Susan Vento
Larry Ward ’57
Dick Westby ’52
Dick Wicklung ’58
Danielle Wiklund
Gerry Williams ’62
Christine Woelflin, Friend

Special Giving
Carol Aguilar
Bob Arneson ‘41
Judy Ayers ‘66
Michael Ayers ‘66
Charlie Baker ‘83
Kristine Boesen, Friend
Winni Christopherson
Abigail Clarke-Sather, Friend
Beverly Decker ‘53
Miriam Deskin ‘90
Marilyn Dietrich
Jarie Dittrich ‘60
Tom Doble ‘71
John Dolny ‘38
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Ariel Donahue ‘07
Danie Dudon
Diane Fisher, Friend
Roger Folta ‘66
Kurt Froehlich
Cynthia Fulkerson ‘64
Sharon Gerlach
Ted Gooden
Willie Harbert
Stephen Hegarty, Parent
Michael Henley, Parent
David Jacobson ‘71
Thomas JoliCoeur ‘64
Brett Kaufman

Tom Klein, Parent
Bernadine Kline
Elizabeth Koch
Alexa Lehman ‘08
Ronald Madsen ‘59
Peter McLaughlin, Friend
Kimberly Miller, Friend
Karen Panton, Parent, Retired Staff
Suzanne Permuth, Friend
Judith Pesonen ‘54
Shannon Plourde, Friend
Simon Riordan, FOSH Theater Friend
Lori Robinson, Friend
The Scheffman Families

Gary See ‘64
Lucy Selander
Phil Selton ‘71
Dave Sigford ‘64
Jacqueline Simon ‘54
Margaret Simpson, Parent
Clarence Timmer ‘61
Rene Tripeny, Friend
John Vlahos ‘48
Jim Westby ‘55
Andrew Young ‘02
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ALUMNI NEWS
Scholarship
committee makes
record number of
awards
Did you know that the South
High Foundation gave out 46
awards this year to South High
seniors?
The total value for the 2022
recipients is $120,250 applied Back row: Bill McNaughton ’93, Bob Rasmussen ’61, Jane
Petrich ’64, Sheryl Burkhardt ’76. Front row: Jerry Dustrud
to the 2022-2023 academic
year. Many scholarships are for ’54, Barbara Anderson ’54, Norm Gabrick ’61 and Judy Ayers
’66. Not pictured is Steve Lindquist, former South High teacher.
more than one year. Combining
the funds for those scholarships that are for more than one year, an additional $162,000
is committed for a total amount of $282,250!
Funding for the awards come from alumni, estates of alumni, classes reunion, and other
donors committed to the success of South High students. Only $4,000 comes directly
from the Foundation. Award criteria for each scholarship may be set by the donor, if
desired, or the Foundation. Please contact Judy Ayers if you are interested in donating
towards a scholarship or working on the committee. This may be one of the most
rewarding tasks of the Foundation, and culminates with a spring awards ceremony
where students share their future educational goals.

Wall of Honor
Rodney Lossow graduated from South in 1983 where he
excelled on the football field. He went on to graduate from the
University of Wisconsin with a teaching degree. But before
starting his teaching career, he played professional football for
five years as a center. He returned to Minneapolis and began
teaching physical education in Minneapolis schools. He has
coached numerous sport teams for 30 years. He has taught
adapted PE for 8 years at South. This fall he will be teaching
half-time at South and half-time at Roosevelt.
In 2000 Rodney started a non-profit called The R.O.C.K.. It is
a place for young men to meet and share their feelings and concerns. It is a safe place
where they can get support from their peers and leaders. During the pandemic and the
riots, Rodney kept in constant contact with his players providing support and counsel.
Rodney was a member of the South High Foundation from 2017-2020. We will be
honoring Rodney Lossow at the Foundation’s fall luncheon on October 12. A plaque
will be placed in the Wall of Honor display in the Commons at South. Well done,
Rodney!
Homecoming continued from page 1

Remembering homecoming 1971

Ingrid Treijs and Paul Gonzalez ’72 were crowned as royalty at the 1971
homecoming celebration. The coronation was held at night for the first time in the
auditorium preceded by an all school program that included skits, the stage band,
cheerleaders, Tigerettes, South Singers and the Gospel Singers. During the week there
was a school picnic, powderpuff football game, hayride, Rose Day, pep fest,
homecoming breakfast, the football game against West High School and a dance in the
Commons. This was only the beginning of the second full year in the “new South High.”
South High Foundation Newsletter

Class of ’52 keeps tradition
The Class of 1952 is celebrating 70 years
as it continues its tradition of meeting
every 5 years. The class will be joining
the All Alumni Luncheon, Wednesday,
October 12, 2022. The doors will open
up at 11 a.m. for the social hour with
lunch at noon. We will have our own
table with class memorabilia. The
location is the Eagles Club at 2507 E. 25
Street, Minneapolis, in the Seward
Neighborhood. To attend you must fill
out the form on page 5 and send in your
payment. No last minute walk ups will be
accepted. For more information call:
Warren Schluck at 763-689-9418 OR
Dick Westby at 612-722-2853.

Memorials
Betty Judith Adamson ‘78
John Arneson ‘41
Jack Becker ‘59
Dennis Blager ‘60
Guadalupe Brummer ‘47
Diane Carlson ‘66
Joyce Carlson ‘48
Lois Clark ‘37
George Dahl ‘42, Retired Staff
Viola Dean ‘40
Jon Fisher ‘64
Dennis Flatgard ‘66
Charles Hackett ‘50
Linda Halvorson ‘66
Marian Hargreaves ‘56
David Jackman ‘60
Ronald Keavy ‘56
Duane Kieffer ‘58
George Kissell ‘52
Norma Klingman ‘44
Alan Michael Korts‘54
Arthur Kujawa ‘54
Carol Madsen ‘59
Eric Magdanz ‘59
Richard Miller ‘53
Florence Natole ‘38
Devota Nordstrom ‘68
Calvin Odenbach ‘57
Linda Oelfke ‘67
Joan Olson ‘65
Timothy Patrick O'Neill ‘72
Janet Peterson
Gladys Picard ‘46
Jeanette Pierce ‘55
Thelma Rue ‘47
Michael Sadd ‘67
Terry Sateren ‘61
Geraldine Sell, Parent, Former Staff
Yvonne Sewich ‘61
Audrey Sherry ‘45
John Sjoquist ‘48
Anne Skoglund ‘00
Thomas Stevenson ‘58
Lauri Sulander ‘46
Mary Josephine Supalo ‘52
Dorathea Sutter ‘45
Arlene Waldock ‘64
Robert Witte ‘40
Debra Zabloski ‘73, Parent
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South alum heads first black-owned bank in Minneapolis
Damon Jenkins ’95, a proud graduate of South High School and the U of M, pursued a career in banking and is
now the head of the First Independence Bank in southeast Minneapolis.
Jenkins said in an interview with Fox 9 News this spring, “I wanted to be in a seat of influence to help people
who look like me.” He hopes to serve communities that have been cut out of access and resources in banking for
some time, but also hopes to expand to serve all of Minnesota.

Spring Luncheon makes big comeback
South High alumni showed up enthusiastically for the luncheon
this past May. This was the return after a few cancellations due to
COVID concerns. We all hope this is the beginning of a return to
the norm.
Guest speakers, Naheli Ahmed ’18 and Anthony Branca ’16,
Finneberg scholarship recipients, shared their college experiences
and gratitude for the financial assistance. Jane and Judy (pictured
with Naheli) are both on the scholarship committee and have
advised many of the Foundation sponsored scholars.

2
1

We look forward to the next luncheon this fall to be held at the
original location, the Eagles Club on East 25th Street in
Minneapolis. Please see the form below for details.

3

Pictured at left: 1. Judy Griffe Wiegel, Phyllis Johnson, Shirley Trapskin
Mitchell, and Barb Ronning ’56. 2. Deway N., Ron Novak, Emerson Yates,
and Judy Mart Pihlstrom ’57. 3. Class of ’61 table. 4. Judy Ayers ’66, Naheli
Ahmed ’18 (scholarship recipient and speaker), and Jane Petrich ’64.

4

All Alumni Fall Luncheon

Wednesday, October 12, 2022
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Date: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 Social hour: 11:00 a.m.
A cash bar will be open
Location: Minneapolis Eagles Club (note change of venue)

2507 E. 25th Street, Minneapolis MN 55406

Cost: $22.00 (no walk-ins)
Program: Wall of Honor

Menu

• Roast turkey breasts/stuffing,
mashed potatoes/gravy, & vegetable
• Meat lasagna, salad, & vegetable
• Vegetarian lasagna with roasted
vegetables, & salad
All meals include
a roll, coffee, & dessert

Questions? Contact Judy Jungwirth at 952-854-2685
Reservations due by September 28, 2022 by mail, OR online at www.southhighfoundation.org. Please complete the form below and
mail with your check to: South High Foundation Alumni Lunch, 3131 19th Avenue South, Minneapolis MN 55407
Name

Spouse/Partner

___________________________________________________
Maiden name
Class Year

___________________________________________________
Maiden name
Class Year

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Meal Choice: ___Roast Turkey___Lasagna___Vegetarian

Meal Choice: ___Roast Turkey___Lasagna___Vegetarian

Street:________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip__________________________________________________________

Total enclosed $___________

Email_______________________________________________
Phone_______________________________________________
South High Foundation Newsletter
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South High community makes prom 2022 happen
The first traditional prom for South High juniors and seniors since 2019 became a
reality! With mere months to spare, teacher/Differentiated Specialist Kassie Benjamin
rose to the occasion to ensure prom happened for the Classes of 2022 & 2023. And,
though her sophomore was too young to attend, Laurie Andersen was compelled to
help after hearing students at a PUSH (People United for South High) meeting describe
their social losses due to the pandemic.
Together Benjamin and Andersen worked through countless limitations to pull off
Prom 2022, and attract the village that is
South High — the students on prom
committee, teacher Wes Nemenz who
brought in Project Fairy Godmothers,
Ray McCullough and Assistant Principal
Edwards who brought in Faded Barbers,
and teacher chaperones: Fierst in pink,
Principal Luseni, Fabel, Gaul, Mr. and
Mrs. Hedlund, Woldum, Zobott, Lee,
Vincent, Erickson, Benjamin, Lanik,
Nemenz, Mineoi, and Burger. Thank you
gallant Tigers for an enchanted evening!

Sam and Max make it to all state jazz band

Congratulation to Roen
This past spring, Roen Boyd was named
South High’s 2022 Athena Award
winner! The three-sport captain in
gymnastics, soccer, and track has been in
play as a high school athlete since
seventh grade when she competed in
gymnastics. Boyd, a recent South High
graduate, is headed to Macalaster College
and hopes to compete in the NCAA
division III track and field program.

Football schedule

Congratulations to South music students
Sam Clasen and Max Vossen! Both
auditioned and made it into the
Minnesota Music Educators
Association’s All State Jazz Band for
next year! The process began last fall and
went into winter. Now, Sam and Max are
attending a camp in August to work with
guest conductors and students from
around the state in preparation for their
performance at the Minnesota Music
Educator's Conference in mid-February
2023. Bravo, Sam and Max! Kudos too,
to jazz/band teacher Tharon Knowlton!

We invite you to come to the home
games this year and cheer on our South
High Tigers! If you haven’t been to a
game in awhile, the updated field,
bleachers, and press box were dedicated
in the fall of 2019. The field house was
dedicated in October of 2009.

Physics students share solar with remote villages

October 19 — South vs Southwest 3:00

Did you know South High is also a
college campus? University of
Minnesota physics students taught by
South teacher Randy Hedlund are
headed into spring break knowing “they
did good in the world.” They just made
solar suitcase boxes this past April with
We Share Solar. The boxes will be
shipped to villages in Nepal and Kenya
to provide light so kids can learn. The
boxes also contain letters and photos of
South High students, like Pablo, who
worked on the solar kits.
South student Ally commented, “I’m
glad we got to do this project because
typically we learn something to extend
our knowledge, but in this case we got to
create something others will be using to
learn.” The College in the Schools class
at South High is a 4-credit lab course.
South High Foundation Newsletter

September 9 — South vs Roosevelt 3:30
September 23 — Homecoming 6:00
South vs St. Paul Harding
October 13 — South vs Edison 6:00

South
exhibits art
at local
gallery
Modus Locus Gallery
opened its doors once
again last spring to
showcase Tiger talent
in drawing, painting,
ceramics, sculpture
and digital arts. The
art show ran from
May 5-12. The gallery
is located in the
Corcoran
neighborhood at 3500
Bloomington Ave. So.
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Donation Form
Complete this form (please print) and mail with your check to: South High Foundation, 3131 19th Ave. S, Mpls, MN 55407
Name______________________________________________________Maiden Name_____________________Class yr._______
Spouse/Partner Name _________________________________________Maiden Name_____________________Class yr._______
Address____________________________________________________City______________________State____Zip__________
E-mail_________________________________________________Phone number (_______)______________________________
I am/we are: ! Alumni ! Parent ! Student ! Staff ! Friend
Annual Giving Levels:
! $5,000 Diamond
! $1,000 Platinum Tiger
! $500 Gold Tiger
! $250 Silver Tiger
! $100 Centurion
Thank you
! $50 Champion
for your gift!
! $25 Medallion
! $_____Other
Foundation office: 612-668-4344
Website: southhighfoundation.org

! Please send me information about making a donation in my will or estate plan
! Matching gift form enclosed
! I would like to volunteer. Best way to contact me: !email !phone !mail
! Please send me a copy of the annual report
Optional: Designated for______________________________(program/activity) In
Memory of_________________________________________Class year_______
In Honor of________________________________________Class year_______
Please send my newsletter by !email !mail or !both
F22 Office use only:
CID________DR__________CK___________AT__________TY__________Note_____________

Wallin scholarships
mark 30 years
What started out with Winston Wallin ’43
and Maxine Wallin awarding 24
scholarships to South High students has
turned into a nonprofit that has helped
thousands of local high school graduates.
The Wallin scholarships, facilitated by the
South High Foundation in 1992, is now
known as Wallin Education Partners, with
hundreds of donors. The nonprofit works
with 55 metro area schools, serving
dedicated students from all walks of life
with financial need. This year a total of
316 students received $16,000 awards for
four-year programs and 100 received
$8,000 to attend two-year programs.

2022 Foundation scholars

Congratulations to the 2022 recipients of South High
Foundation sponsored scholarship awards! This was the
first in person awards ceremony since 2019. There were
46 deserving students receiving funds. We are so proud of
all of our students and grateful for so many scholarship
donors and the committee members (pictured on page 4)
who have worked so diligently reviewing all applications.

Thank you to the Foundation

Spring 2022

South High students receiving an award
this year are Ayub Farah, Edna
Abdullahi, Zoey Bruffett, and Jeferson
Rivera. Their photos were taken as they
were surprised by the news. We wish them
all the best as they begin their college
journey.

I have been very busy preparing for finals, but I really love it
here at Grinnell! I have made lots of new friends and I’m
taking classes that are both challenging and interesting. I am
happy to attend a college that challenges me academically. I
have not been able to join as many clubs as I would have liked
due to covid, but I have been participating in most of the
events that have happened this year.
I am so thankful for the scholarship I was given and it brings
great relief knowing that I have the financial support.
Bianca Morcho, Grinnell
2021 Women of the Future Scholar
South High Foundation Newsletter
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Be Proud, Be South!

Fall Events

Welcome students

September 9 — Jim Bloom/South High
Foundation Golf Tournament
September 17 — Super Soccer Saturday
3 p.m. at South High School
September 23 — Homecoming 6:00 p.m.
South vs St. Paul Harding
October 12 — All Alumni Luncheon
Social hour 11 a.m. Wednesday
November 16 — Choir & Jazz Concert
8 p.m. Wednesday in the South High
Auditorium
November 17 — Band & Orchestra
Concert 8 p.m. Thursday,
December 15 — Tour Fundraiser
Concert/Variety Show 8 p.m.

Discover your inner musician
The South High Community Band is
anticipating the start of our band season
again this fall. We hope to start rehearsing
Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30 pm in
the band room but please check our
website closer to the start date. If you
want to dust off that band instrument and
participate with a talented and dedicated
group of musicians, please join us!
www.southhighcommunityband.org
South High Foundation Newsletter

first day of school 2021

September 6, 2022 marks the first day
of this school year. With Walk-InWednesday, August 31 and Back-ToSchool Night, September 1, students
will have met staff, picked up
schedules, IDs and locker information
and will be ready for the new year. The
evening event will feature food trucks,
drawings and school tours. We all look
forward to a new enriching adventure
for our South High Tigers.

Asian Student Association makes a strong return to the stage
Five shows in one day made for a grand comeback by the Asian Student Association in
staging a return of the annual May production. Paused since 2019, ASA members have
practiced and pursued fundraising since September 2021 to put on this showcase of
Asian culture. The program
included singing, K-pop
dances, artist sketch contest,
original poetry, and fashion
show in celebrating Asian
American/Pacific Islander
Heritage Month. They also
presented mini TED-style
talks on Asian heritage and
efforts to stop Asian hate.
Thank you to the South High
ASA organization, focused
on Asian culture and heritage
and the teachers of the World
Language Department for
presenting this event!
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Dear South Community,
I am excited to share that Mr. Afolabi Runsewe has been selected as the principal of
South High School, effective July 1, 2022.
Mr. Runsewe started his career in education as a health teacher at Mankato East Junior
High School in 2005. While there he was the lead teacher for the Chain Links program
which supported mostly students with special needs and disabilities. He also
collaborated with Mankato State University in coordinating service-learning hours for
education majors. Mr. Runsewe also served as the 8th grade boys basketball coach.
From there, he served as the Site-Coordinator at Owakihi Inc. The Common Link from
2008-2010. He assisted in developing IEPs for students with fetal alcohol syndrome
and implemented multiple operations initiatives. In 2008, Mr. Runsewe became the
Title I reading coordinator at Best Academy Charter School.
Mr. Runsewe joined Saint Paul Public Schools as a teacher on special assignment at
Washington Technology Magnet School implementing school wide behavior and
academic standards and interventions. He joined Upward Bound Metro State in St. Paul
as an instructor in the summer of 2013, focusing on developing curriculum for a
freshman transition course. He continued his work at Upward Bound River Falls in
Wisconsin supporting first-generation college students from Washington Technology
Magnet.
Mr. Runsewe was hired as a principal on special assignment with Rochester Public
Schools in July 2015, where he served as a discipline supervisor for all sites per the
Office of Civil Rights agreement and he created a positive behavior intervention plan
and grant. Mr. Runsewe served as the Principal for Cowern Elementary in July of
2019-2021, and most recently served as Principal for ISD 622 Online.
Mr. Runsewe brings a wide range of experience to MPS. When asked about his new
role he said, “I am excited to be named the new Principal of South High School. It is an
honor and privilege to be given this opportunity. South has a rich tradition of offering
innovative academic programming and striving to meet the needs of every student.” I
look forward to working with Mr. Runsewe as the new school leader for South High
School. Please join me in welcoming him to Minneapolis Public Schools.
Sincerely,
Shawn Harris-Berry
Associate Superintendent

After a year of change and uncertainty in our school community, we're thrilled that Mr. Afolabi Runsewe has agreed to serve as the
next Principal of South High! We're writing to convey our excitement and to share a bit more about why we believe Mr. Runsewe
will be a great fit for our school.
First, those of us who got to know Mr. Runsewe during
the interview process were impressed by his passion for South Minneapolis and the many strengths he brings to
this role — experience as head of school in a variety of settings, experience leading equity and inclusion work, commitment to
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and Restorative Justice, and
experience working with native cultures and the many, diverse cultures that make up our rich South High community.
Second, we found Mr. Runsewe to be a thoughtful, curious, confident leader, who respects South's legacy of academic achievement,
arts and culture, and social justice. In each interaction, he brought genuine interest, insightful questions, and cultural humility to the
conversation.
For all these reasons and more, we're optimistic about the coming school year and all the years ahead. Please join us in welcoming
Afolabi Runsewe as our next Principal at South High!

2021-2022 SHS Site Council & Principal Search Interview Team
Mato Thompson, Esli Martinez Gonzalez, Kassie Benjamin-Ficken, Joe Rice, Wes Nemenz, Angelica

